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US History
Page 2 and 3 in packet
- /egislative branch of the US Government
House.gov
Senate.gov
Google role of US Senate leadership

role of US House leadership

Entrance Task:  What do you think the qualifications for
congressional membership should be?

Entrance Task� /isten to this song . . .  write how it relates 
to what you have learned about the US Congress

Today�  The /egislative Branch - a bicameral  branch
- Who, what, how

Homework� Create a �help wanted ad� for a member of the 
US Senator or the House of Representatives

US History & Government

,t�7aNes�7ZR�

Presidential veto

Kevin McCarthy

Steve Scalise

Louisiana

California

Ohio

California

Maryland

Representative Paul Ryan
Republican

115th

Vice president 
Michael Pence
Republican

Senator Charles Schumer (N<)
'emocrat

(UT)

115th

435
census

impeach
revenue bills

-ohn Boehner

100
Direct election

Convict presidential
nominations treaties

9ice President
Pro 
tempore

Sen. Orrin
Hatch

Paul Ryan

House of Representatives                          8S Senate
2 year terms

�1�4,000

� year term

223,500

25 30

1�3,400
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-Between 1790 and 1910, the
number of seats in the House
was increased due to a growing
population.

-The size of the House was
capped by Congress at 435
seats following the 1910
Census; it can only be
increased by an Act of
Congress.

Apportionment:
The 435 seats in the
United States House
of Representatives
are redistributed
amongst the 50
states every ten

years (census).

Redistricting: Each
district must have the
same amount of
people.

Reapportionment:
Think redistricting as
a nation rather than
a state

(2:09)

(5:16)

US Senate
  Charles Schumer - D
  Kirsten Gillibrand - D
House of Representatives:

District 23: Tom Reed - R
  District 22: Richard Hanna - R

Gerrymandering:
Redrawing district lines to
ensure a supportive
populace 2:39

What do you think the qualifications 
for Congress should be?

Create a �help wanted ad� to advertise for a 
member of the US Senate or US House of Rep. 

Include for Each: 
 1.) Special Powers
2.) Terms (Length in Office)
3.) Salary
4.) Constitutional Requirements (Age and citizenship)
5.) Be Creative�

Homework

(QWUDQFH�7DVN��3UHSDUH�IRU�4XL]�RQ�7KH�%LOO�RI�5LJKWV

7RGD\���+RZ�D�ELOO�EHFRPHV�D�ODZ

��7RS���EHVW�DQG�ZRUVW�ODZV�HYHU�SDVVHG�E\�&RQJUHVV

+RPHZRUN� 3DJH���LQ�SDFNHW�

US History

I'm just a bill

Page 5
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Regular vetoes Pocket vetoes Total vetoes Overridden 

5 5 112 12
Video - Presidential vetoes

No all laws passed by Congress
have been �good� laws

HKD�Sd��� ��d ;ϭϴϲϮͿ 
In 1ϴ62 the Homestead Act was passed, providing 160 acres of public 
land free to any adult citiǌen or head of family who had lived on the land 
for five  years. �y 1900, 600,000 homesteaders had claimed ϴ0 million 
acres.
Wros͗ Populated the 'reat Plains and allowed for the development of the 
American agricultural base.
�ons: Displacement of Native Americans and �uīalo. Dry farming 
practices would lead to the Dust �owl of the 1930s.

No all laws passed by Congress
have been �good� laws

�>I�E �E� S��IdIKE ��dS ;ϭϳϵϴͿ
dwo laws enacted by the &ederalist-controlled U.S. Congress, allegedly 
in response to the hostile actions of the &rench Revolutionary 
government on the seas and in the councils of diplomacy. dhese acts 
made it a criminal act to criticiǌe the government and gave the 
President power to imprison or deport aliens who were suspected of 
activities posing a threat to the national government.

Wros: 'ave more power the national government when we feared we 
were about to go to war with &rance.
�ons͗ Any one ever heard of freedom of speech?

No all laws passed by Congress
have been �good� laws

�HIE�S� �y�>USIKE ��d K& ϭϴϴϮ
Due to the high inŇux of Chinese immigrants to the West 
Coast in the 1ϴϴ0͖ s͛ Congress passed this law, which forbid 
any Chinese for entering the United States until 1ϴ92. 
Wros͗ Stopped the inŇux of cheap Chinese labor.
�ons͗ It was a law directed against a specific racial group and 
it stopped the inŇux of cheap Chinese labor.

Homework� Page 6

US History US History & Government

Entrance task:  Prepare for quiz on 
Amendments 	 bill-to-law

Today: Roles and responsibilities
of the President of the USA

Homework: Page 8 in packet using
textbook pages 1�2-1�4
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4uestions 1-5 = Amendments
ϭ͘ ZiŐht to a speeĚy triaů ďy an imparƟaů ũƵry
Ϯ͘ Eo eǆcessiǀe ďaiů  shaůů ďe reƋƵireĚ͕ nor eǆcessiǀe 
Įnes͕ nor crƵeů Θ ƵnƵsƵaů pƵnishments inŇicteĚ͘
ϯ͘ dhe riŐht oĨ the peopůe to ďe secƵre in their persons͕ 
hoƵses͕ papers͕ anĚ eīects aŐainst Ƶnreasonaďůe 
searches anĚ seiǌƵres͘
ϰ͘ Woǁers not ĚeůeŐateĚ to the US ďy the �onsƟtƵƟon 
nor prohiďiteĚ ďy the states are reserǀeĚ to the states 
or to the peopůe͘
ϱ͘ �onŐress shaůů maŬe no ůaǁ respecƟnŐ the 
estaďůishment oĨ reůiŐion ͘ ͘ ͘

4uestions 6-8 = True or False
ϲ͘ �ůů proposaůs Ĩor neǁ ůaǁs ;ďiůůsͿ may ďeŐin in either 
    the HoƵse oĨ ZepresentaƟǀes or the Senate͘

ϳ͘ �onŐress may oǀerriĚe a presiĚenƟaů ǀeto ǁith a 
    maũority ǀote in each hoƵse͘

ϴ͘ �ůů ďiůůs are presenteĚ to commiƩee Ĩor 
    consiĚeraƟon͘

I'm just a bill

Page 5
Page 6

Revenue bills must originate in the House

delay action, change, or vote

Yes

hold hearings and make changes
and make recommendation to full committee

It starts over in the Senate (is introduced if Leader says so)

It goes to a House-Senate Conference Committee and
voted on by each house again

It goes to the President,

who can either sign it into law or veto it

The Pres. can sign the bill into law or veto it

They can override the veto

with a 2/3 majority vote in both houses

Yes

Constitutional
Requirements for President

& Vice President

1. Age: Each person must be at least 30 years old

2. Citizenship: Must be a US citizen for at least 14 years

3. Term: May serve only two terms for a total of 8 years

True or False

Arnold for Prez
1:17

True or False
4. Religion:  All but one of the 43 presidents have been Protestant

5. Race/color: The US has had two African-American presidents

6. Experience: Candidates for US President must have at least
                  6-years of experience in state or national government
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True or False
�. The personal life of a President is of little importance while in 
office.

8. The President has the ability to influence Congress.

�.  The President has the power to declare war.

10. The 9ice President is also the president of the Senate. 

Article II of the Constitution
defines the power of the

Executive Branch, including the
President

LEADER/HEAD

ARMED FORCES
POLICY

POLITICAL
FOREIGN LEADERS

Packet - page �

f.   Chief of the Party - The President is the head of his political party

Roles of the President
Can you think of an example
of the President as the:

* Chief Executive?
* Chief Diplomat?
* Chief of State?
* Commander-in-Chief?
* Chief Legislator?
* Chief of the Party?

Page 7 in packet - Write your example of three roles

US History & Government

Today: Roles and responsibilities
of the President of the USA

Homework: None

US History
Entrance task: Who UHDOO\ elects the 

President?
Prepare for 4UI=���

Today: The Electoral College

Homework: Review packet

4uiz- Bill of Rights
1. Freedom to assemble
2. No cruel or unusual punishment
3. Right to trial by jury for civil 
    cases over �20
4. No quartering troops in 
    peacetime
5. No double jeopardy 
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6. All US presidents except one have    
    been Roman Catholic

7. The President  has the authority
     to declare war.

8. The most years that a President
     may hold office is 10.

Page 8
in packet

Use the copy of Article II (textbook pages 157-160) of the Constitution and your
knowledge of government to answer the following questions.

1. What are the Presidents responsibilities?

2. How is the number of electors in a state determined?

a. If New York has 29 members in the House of Representatives, how many
electoral votes do we have? ______

3. What replaced Section 1, Clause 3 and why was it replaced?

Article 2, Section 1:: Equal to the whole number of senators and
representatives which the state may be entitled to

Article II, Section  3

29

The 12th Amendment changed the electoral college system so the electors would vote
for one set of candidates (president & vice-president) instead of two separate
candidates. It was changed after a tie in the 1800 election

The President is responsible for executing (carrying out) the laws passed
by Congress

27

4. Who decided the date of Election Day?

5. List 6 specific presidential powers:

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

6. What is the purpose of the State of the Union address?

7. Who besides the president may be impeached?

Congress- 1792

Commander-in-Chief

grant pardons or reprieves

make treaties

Appoint ambassadors and other high officials

fill vacancies when Congress is in recess

veto bills

Article 2, Section 3: To inform Congress on the state of the Union and
recommend measures thought to be necessary.

The vice-president and all civil officers of the US

Electoral College System
Established in Article II Sec 1

Ύ Unanimously chose 'eorge Washington as President
Ύ AŌer WashingtonΖs retirement, 2 national political parties developed

Ύ Democratic-Republicans
Ύ &ederalists

Ύ Electors are selected by the stateΖs party Θ are supposed to vote for the 
   candidate they are slated for. dhere is no legal requirement in many states 
   that obligate electors to do so. (unwriƩen constitution)

dhose who do not are called &aitŚless �lectors

Page 9

 Winner Takes All:  If a candidate wins a state's popular vote, that
         candidate wins all of the states electoral vote

4 Times in American History have candidates who lost the popular vote still
        became president

o 1824: JQ Adams
o 1876 Rutherford B. Hayes
o 1888 Benjamin Harrison
o 2000 George W. Bush

 In the event of a tie of electoral votes, the House of Representatives
   votes, with each state having 1 vote

The number of electors in each state is equal to: number of 
Congressional representatives:  � of House members � 2 in Senate

Each state has a minimum of 3 electors

The total number of electors in the country is 538
435 in the House, 100 Senate, 3 for Washington, 'C
435 � 100 � 3 = 538

To win, Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates need: 270
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Election was decided by the
House of Representatives because
no candidate had the needed 
majority of 131.

2:00 clip

The Electoral College in Plain English (3:43)

CNN: What is the Electoral College  (1:18)

Page 10
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US History

Homework: Review packet

The Electoral College in Plain English (3:43)

CNN: What is the Electoral College  (1:18)

US History
Entrance task: Should the US President
have advisors who are approved by 
the people or appointed?
Today: The Presidential Cabinet 	 the

    Impeachment
Homework: Page 8 in packet �use textbook�

48,=

���([FHVVLYH�EDLO�VKDOO�QRW�EH�UHTXLUHG��QRU�H[FHVVLYH�ILQHV�LPSRVHG��QRU�FUXHO�
DQG�XQXVXDO�SXQLVKPHQWV�LQIOLFWHG��

���,Q�DOO�FULPLQDO�SURVHFXWLRQV��WULDOV���WKH�DFFXVHG�VKDOO�HQMR\�WKH�ULJKW�WR�D�
VSHHG\�DQG�SXEOLF�WULDO�

���7KH�ULJKW�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�WR�EH�VHFXUH��VDIH��LQ�WKHLU�SHUVRQV��KRXVHV��
SDSHUV��DQG�HIIHFWV��EHORQJLQJV��DJDLQVW�XQUHDVRQDEOH�VHDUFKHV�DQG�
VHL]XUHV�VKDOO�QRW�EH�YLRODWHG�

���$�ZHOO�UHJXODWHG�PLOLWLD�EHLQJ�QHFHVVDU\�WR�WKH�VHFXULW\�RI�D�IUHH�VWDWH��
WKH�ULJKW�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�WR�NHHS�DQG�EHDU�DUPV�VKDOO�QRW�EH�LQIULQJHG�

���7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�HPLQHQW�GRPDLQ��RU�WKH�ULJKW�WR�WDNH�
SULYDWH�SURSHUW\�IRU�SXEOLF�XVH�

7UXH�RU�)DOVH
���7KH�ZLQQHU�RI�WKH�SRSXODU�YRWH�KDV
�����DOZD\V�EHFRPH�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�86�

���$OO�VWDWHV�KDYH�DQ�HTXDO�QXPEHU�RI
����HOHFWRUDO�YRWHV

���(OHFWRUV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�E\�ODZ�WR�FDVW�WKHLU
����YRWH�IRU�WKH�FDQGLGDWH�ZKR�ZLQV�WKHLU�
����VWDWH
V�PDMRULW\�SRSXODU�YRWH�

How the President makes Decisions

p. 12

Cabinet

Nominated by President Approved by Senate

page 11

incapacitated
1947
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Things to know:
1. What is the Executive Cabinet?
2. What is the appointment process for cabinet members?
3. What roles do cabinet members play in our government?
The Executive Cabinet is like a _________ because . . . .

Cabinet meeting video - 5:47

4UI= - What right is protected 
by each of the following 
amendments

1. First Amendment
2  Second Amendment
3. Third Amendment
4. Sixth Amendment
5. Eighth Amendment

True or False

6. Cabinet members 
are chosen and 
confirmed by the 
Pres.

7. To become Pres., 
one can lose the 
popular vote.

8. Today is Thursday

Impeachment
Article II, Section 4
The President, Vice President, and all
civil officers of the United States shall be
removed from office on impeachment for,
and conviction of, treason, bribery, or
other high crimes and misdemeanors.

page 14

�. House Judiciary Committee deEates the 
charJes ErouJht Eefore the Speaker of the House

2. House Judiciary Committee votes to send or 
not 
   send $rticles of ,mpeachment to full House of 
   Representatives

�. House collects evidence on each charJe & votes 
on each article. 0aMority vote needed to continue

�. $rticles of ,mpeachment are sent to the Senate 
for to hear deEate and testimony. Chief Justice 
presides� House memEers prosecute

�. Senate hears evidence &  testimony and 
deEates puElicly or privately. 0ay consider 
alternative punishment �censure�.

�. Senate votes on articles  2�� maMority needed 
convict and remove President from office. ,f 
convicted� Vice President is sworn into office

Richard M. Nixon

William J. ClintonAndrew Johnson

1:49 min

3:50 min Resignation
speech 3:50 min.  Senate acquittal

House voted to approve
Articles of Impeachment

Senate voted 35-19 to convict
(one vote shy of a 2/3 majority)

House voted to approve
Articles of Impeachment
Perjury 45-55 (no)
Obstruction of Justice  50-50 tie
Censure - 56-43 (needed 2/3 
                majority of 67)
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US History
�ǆit tasŬ͗ trite a short response to the ĨoůůoǁinŐ
     statement͗
dhe WresiĚenƟaů impeachment proceeĚinŐs aŐainst
;:ohnson͕ Eiǆon͕ �ůintonͿ ǁere ;ũƵsƟĮeĚ ďecaƵse ͘ ͘ ͘ 
ƵnũƵsƟĮeĚ ďecaƵse ͘ ͘ ͘ Ϳ

US History
Entrance task: Think: What is the purpose of 
having laws and a court system in a nation?

Today: The Judicial Branch

Homework: Review your packet

4uiz: What do each of the following 
amendments address?

1. 9th Amendment
2. 2nd Amendment
3. 3rd Amendment
4. 6th Amendment
5. 7th Amendment

True or False

6. Impeachment of a 
Pres. must begin in 
the Senate.
7. Richard Nixon was 
impeached.
8. Today is Thursday

Purposes of Law
* Control anti-social behavior
* Provide process for resolution of disputes
* Provide social guidance in daily affairs
* Provide social benefits through public
   action

Article III. Judicial Branch
Section 1. Courts, Terms of Office

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme
Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to
time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior
Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behavior, and shall, at
stated Times, receive for their Services a Compensation which shall
not be diminished during their Continuance in Office

Section. 2. Jurisdiction
The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under
this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which
shall be made, under their Authority;--to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other
public Ministers and Consuls;--to all Cases of admiralty and maritime
Jurisdiction;--to Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party;--to
Controversies between two or more States;-- between a State and Citizens of
another State,--between Citizens of different States,--between Citizens of the
same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State,
or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.
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In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and
Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the Supreme
Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before
mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both
as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such
Regulations as the Congress shall make.

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by
Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes
shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State,
the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law
have directed.

Section. 3 Treason
Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against
them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No
Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two
Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no
Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except
during the Life of the Person attainted.

Judicial Branch
· Authority from Article III of the Constitution but the nature
& structure of the national judicial system was left up to
Congress
· Main purpose:  to interpret the laws and administer justice
· Consists of a system of federal courts, including the:
· Supreme Court
· Court of Appeals
· District Court

Packet p. 1�

Precedent and Tradition have given the Supreme Court the
power to decide whether state and federal laws are
constitutional
The Supreme Court is comprised of 9 justices with 1 justice

serving as Chief Justice

Court Justices receive a salary of $208,100 while the Chief
Justice receives a salary of $217,400 per year

6 Justices make a quorum & a majority is necessary for a
decision

Justices are appointed by the President/approved by the
Senate. Approximately 1 in 5   presidential selections to the
Court have been rejected by the Senate.
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Members of the Supreme Court

· Appointed by the President
· Confirmed by the Senate

Serve until they Die, Resign, Retire or are Impeached

Background of the case
* 1800 election - Thomas Jefferson defeated
   incumbent John Adams, a strong
  Federalist
* Before leaving office, Adams appointed
   several Federalist circuit judges and
   justices of the peace via the Judiciary Act
   of 1801 - all approved by the Senate

Background of the case
* Judiciary Act of 1801 modified the Judiciary Act of
  1789
- Established 10 new district courts
- Increased number of circuit courts from 3 to 6
- Added additional judges to each circuit
- Gave the President the authority to appoint
   Federal judges & justices of the peace to each circuit
- Reduced the number of Supreme Court justices from
   six to five

* When Jefferson took office, he order the halt of delivery
   of the commissions for the new justices (not all had been
   delivered before Adams' term expired)
* Jefferson believed the commissions were void since they
   had not been delivered prior to the end of Adams' term
* The new Congress overturned the new judiciary act and
   returned to the 1789 version

Marbury v Madison

Marbury v Madison
* William Marbury sued Sec. of State James Madison
* Marbury asked the Supreme Court of the United States
   to issue awrit of mandamus(a court order that requires
   an official to perform or refrain from performing a certain
   duty) to order Madison to deliver the commission
* The Supreme Court was given that power in the Judiciary
  Act of 1789

* Chief Justice John Marshall understands that if the
  Court awards Marbury a writ of mandamus, President
  Jefferson would ignore it

* He also knows if he denies the writ it would
  appear that the Justices had acted out of fear

Marbury v Madison
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1. Was Marbury legally entitled to the Justice of
   the Peace commission?

Yes! The appointment was made by the President

and confirmed by the Senate

2. Was a Writ of Mandamus the proper remedy to
    enforce Marbury’s right to the commission?

Yes!

No! Although the Judiciary Act of 1789 gave the
Court power to issue Writs of Mandamus, the
Constitution does not.  This act of Congress was in
conflict with the Constitution

3. Could the Supreme Court lawfully and
constitutionally issue this writ of mandamus?

Homework - Read Marbury v Madison and answer 
                    questions on pages 19-20 in your packet

4UI=
1. What Supreme Court case  
    established the principle of 
    Judicial Review?
2.  How many justices are 
     supposed to be on the Supreme    
     Court?
3. What Article of the Constitution 
    defines the Judicial Branch. 
4.  How long is a Supreme 
    Court justice's term?
5. How does one get on the  
    Supreme Court?

6. 6th Amendment

7. 3rd Amendment

8. 8th Amendment

1. What action did Pres. Adams take just before he left office?

He appointed a bunch of new Federalist judges

John Marshall, his former Sec. of State and now Chief Justice

He was ordered by Jefferson not to deliver them

He allowed most of them to take their jobs, but not William Marbury
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The Federal Judiciary Act of 1789/1801

If it ruled for Marbury, Jefferson would probably ignore the order
If it ruled against Marbury, it would show the court had given in to
 political pressure of Jefferson

The Court said Marbury was legally entitled to the job
The Court order was the proper remedy to enforce Marbury's right to the job
The Judiciary Act was unconstitional because it went beyond the constitutional authority given to 
the Court. 

Established the concept of Judicial Review
9.How is this case an example of checŬs and balances͍ Showed that the executive branch must 
enforce the law and that the legislative branch must work within the confines of the Constitution. 

What happens when an Act of Congress

conflicts with the Constitution?
Chief Justice John Marshall  answered that Acts of
Congress that conflict with the Constitution are not
law and the Courts are bound instead to follow the
Constitution, affirming the principle ofjudicial review

4:25 min

US History
Entrance task: Think: What is the purpose of
having laws and a court system in a nation?

Today: The Judicial Branch

Homework: Review

US History
Entrance task� Think� how might the 
Chief Justice influence the Supreme 
Court?
Today� Critique of Supreme Court eras 
Homework - Review for test on 
Wednesday
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Protected the rights
of the accused and
individual 

Homework - Review for test
on Wednesday

US History & Government

�������������ǣ������ǣ��������ϐ�������������
��������������������������ǣ����������������ǫ

�����ǣ�������������������������������

��������ǣ��������������

Who or what topic do the images
represent?

How are they depicted: positively or
negatively?

What parts do you not understand?

What do you need to know to fully
understand the cartoon?

What statement do you think the
cartoonist is trying to make?

Cartoon Analysis
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1
2

3 4

5 6
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7 8

9
10

US History & Government

Homework: Review sheet

US History & Government
Entrance task: Get your packet and review sheet
out and ready to roll!
Today: What branch of government is the

  most important?????
Homework: STUDY the Three Branches packet

Test TOMORROW
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1. When it comes to foreign policy, 3resident 
Obama is acting like Congress doesn
t exist 
(executive branch)

�. Will Congress avoid another government 
shutdown? (legislative branch)

3. Supreme Court stops use of key part of 9oting 
Rights Act (Judicial branch)

���6XPPDUL]H�WKH�DUWLFOHV

���,Q�ZKDW�ZD\V�KDV�WKH��/HJLVODWLYH��([HFXWLYH��
����-XGLFLDO��EUDQFK�H[SDQGHG�LWV�SRZHU"

���,Q�ZKDW�ZD\V�PD\�WKH�RWKHU�EUDQFKHV�RI�
JRYHUQPHQW�FXUUHQWO\�FKHFN�WKH�SRZHU�RI�HDFK�
EUDQFK"

In groups:
Rank the branches orf government from most

   powerful to least powerful and be able to explain
   why you ranked them in this way

Most ______________
     ______________

Least ______________

Three Branches of Government

Article I = Legislative Branch
* Bicameral
* 435 in House
* 100 Senate

Article I = Legislative Branch
 To pass legislation(laws)

 Declare war
 Regulate trade
 Regulate money

 Impeach federal officials
 Override presidential vetoes (2/3 vote in each house is needed)

Senate: 6 year terms, minimum age of 30, US citizen for 9 years
 Approve presidential nominations to the federal courts (including the Supreme Court, by majority vote)
 Approve presidential appointments to federal positions (by a majority vote)
 Approve treaties (by a 2/3 vote)
 Serve as jury in impeachment trials
 Select a Vice-President if the Electoral College fails to hit 270

House of Representatives: Two year terms, minimum age of 25, US Citizen for 7 years
 Originate all spending ($$) bills
 Serve as prosecution in impeachment trial
 Select a President if the Electoral College fails to

Harry Reed

John Boehner
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Article II = Executive branch
Chief executive
Chief diplomat
Chief legislator
Chief of state
Commander and Chief

Term = 4 years (max. 2 terms)
Elected by Electoral College Age = 35 year old minimum

Natural born US citizen

Article II = Executive branch
          The Electoral College538 total

270 to win

State's electors =
state congressional
representation
(House plus
Senate)

Faithless electors

Article III = Judicial Branch
 Interpret the law
 Exercise the power of judicial review
 Chief Justice presides over trials of presidential impeachment

Article III = Judicial Branch
Judicial Review:
 Determine if laws passed by Congress are allowable by the Constitution
 Determine if treaties negotiated by the President and approved by the Senate
     are allowable by the Constitution
 Determine if actions by the President in enforcing the law are allowable by the Constitution
 Determine if laws passed by states are allowable by the Constitution

Marbury v Madison = judicial review

Federal judges are appointed by the
president and confirmed by the Senate.
Term = life

Article III = Judicial Branch
Supreme Court = the highest

court in the land.
9 Justices total

Chief Justice John Roberts

Things to know
Leadership of the current Congress

(who, what, how)
How a bill becomes a law

The Electoral College: What is it?
Judicial Review

Checks and balances
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Homework: STUDY the Three Branches packet

scvandy.wikispaces.com


